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Abbreviations

bc
-
Borda count



cof
-
Claiming our Future
crc

Community Relations Council

dcc
-
Dublin City Council



deb
-
de Borda



ec
-
Electoral Commission



incore 
-
Institute of Conflict Resolution

ips
-
Irish Political Science
mbc
-
modified Borda count 


nig
-
New Ireland Group


nwci
-
National Women’s Council of Ireland
ogp
-
Open Government Partnership
psa(i)
-
Political Science Association (of Ireland)
qbs
-
quota Borda system

ucd
-
University College Dublin
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To:

The Patrons of the de Borda Institute;
Professors:
Angela Mickley (Potsdam), Arend Lijphart (California), Elizabeth Meehan (Queen’s), John Baker (UCD) Maurice Salles (Caen) and Paul Arthur (uu).

Others:

Doctors John Robb and Judith Stephens; former td, Trevor Sargent (Dublin); and Irina Bazileva (Moscow).
Copies to:
a)
serving as well as former committee members: Alan Quilley, Edwin Graham, Grace Walsh, Mark 
McCann, Phil Kearney, Ray Mullan, Roseann Seale and Sieneke Hakvoort; 
b)
President Michael D Higgins; Lords Paddy Ashdown and Mike Boyce; Perry Walker, our colleague in nef; and Wes Holmes of the nig; and
c)
two others, Professors Hannu Nurmi and Donald Saari, both good friend of the Institute.

A REVIEW OF 2013 (with the above persons, if named in the text, shown in bold)
Dear Everyone, 
What a year!  (That’s what I said last year.)  But 2013 has been only fantastic.  Let me, however, first mention something that is not so nice.  IPS said they hoped to review a deB book, at last, with one of Defining Democracy.  I now learn (from a PSAI member, who actually offered IPS her services for this), that the editor was over-ruled.  So, while deB books and articles are published in some number, IPS seems to be determined not to mention the deB or its works, at all.  I suppose the only answer is to struggle on – but I’m now 70 – and hope that other academics might acknowledge our work.  That or maybe a university might award an honorary degree; the nig asked Queen’s in Belfast to do this some years ago, but no reply there.  That or…
Right oh, that’s the bad news; now the good.  It falls into five sections: publications, activities in Dublin which culminated in the historic use of a bc in dcc; news from Belfast which is nothing like as nice; two bits and pieces; and then China.

1
Publications
The year has been fairly prolific.

1
The hard copy of ‘The original Borda count and partial voting’ was published in Social Choice and Welfare Vol. 40, No2 (2013), 353-358:  http://www.springerlink.com/content/k476366236x10402/
2
‘ "Peace-ful" Voting Procedures’ was commissioned by and then printed in Peace Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy.  See: http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/peps.ahead-of-print/peps-2013-0010/peps-2013-0010.xml?format=INT
3
‘Democratic Rights: Decision-Making by Law Makers and Law Enforcers’ came out in Beijing Law Review BLR Vol. 4 No. 2, 2013:  http://www.scirp.org/journal/blr  which is an open access journal, so we had to pay.
4
‘Electing an All-Party, Proportional, Power-Sharing Coalition, a Government of National Unity’ is in the Open Journal of Political Science, OJPS, Vol. 3, No 2, 2013, pp 59-68: http://www.scirp.org/journal/ojps/  This is also open access.
5
‘Debates and Decisions’ is in the first ever issue of Journal of Dialogue Studies: http://www.dialoguesociety.org/publications/academia/829-journal-of-dialogue-studies.html
6
An article appeared in The Friend, the uk’s Quaker journal, largely because of Alan’s good influence;

7
‘Good Governance’ has been submitted to Representation, but they’re being very slow. And ‘Deliberative Democracy: a Binding Methodology’ went to Journal of Public Deliberation in Chicago but it got lost. They’ve now found it again.
That’s it; not bad for one year.  But see also China below.

2
Dublin

Largely as a result of Phil’s good work, we met Vanessa Liston, from ucd; had lunch with Theresa Carter, who is involved with the Environmental Pillar, whose Michael Ewing joined us after a cof do for a supper; we facilitated an exercise in the nwci offices for Anna Visser of cof, where participants used an mbc to decide their social ranking on the question of which electoral system would be best for Ireland – and qbs came third, on its first ever outing!   We also addressed a meeting of ogp for Nuala Haughey, who is part of Transparency International, and they too used an mbc in their deliberations.

In addition, we submitted proposals to the Constitutional Convention, though here our influence on things was not very positive – as so often happens in consultative processes, you make a submission and never hear another word.  Lastly, the culmination of many efforts, not least of the persuasive powers of John and Phil again, dcc broke an Irish if not indeed a world record: an elected assembly took a decision by an mbc, or at least by a bc.  The press, of course, was onto this like a flash… and said nothing.  Just like the psai. 
David Farrell, whom   and I met last year, wrote an article in the Irish Times on referendums, with (of course) not a word on multi-option voting.  So I exploded, and this was duly published on its letters page.  No response from the said prof.

3
Belfast

Ray and I went to a meeting with the ec which, I’m afraid, was one of the most unpleasant I have ever attended.   We wanted to complain about the way the ec has not criticised the government’s use of a two-option majority vote, as in the uk’s referendum on the electoral system: for any supporter of pr, to pose the question – alternative vote or first-past-the-post? – is like asking a vegetarian, d’you want lamb or beef?   Secondly, the ec said it would hold a seminar on pr-stv counts, about10 years ago; it has not kept its word.  So, we complained, on both, and they were just horrible!  So Ray took me for lunch.

I also attended two meetings organised by the ec.  Over the years, they have made a particular point of inviting ngos and impartial academics, with the one notable exception of deB.  On this occasion, they asked Friends of the Earth to contribute – not the most psephological of organisations.  Ray and I also went to an event run by the crc, an assessment of the workings of the Belfast Agreement, which made no mention of our efforts.  Paul (Arthur) arranged for me to go and visit incore in Derry, to try and persuade them that the work of deB was worthy of their attention; the meeting though pleasant has not born fruit. 
4
Elsewhere

A book coming out in Australia makes reference to one of the above articles, (or it did in the first draft), so that might help things. And I’ve just done a radio interview with Dziennik Opinii (Daily Opinion) in Poland about power-sharing and things. 
5
China 
On the advice of a Chinese colleague, I submitted a paper to the International psa conference in XuZhou – this piece might also be published.  Because of his work with the Aarhus convention, Phil was invited to a conference in Xi’an so, in his stead, I went to that as well.  And for reasons unclear, though maybe because of the article in Beijing Law Review (see above No 3), I was also invited to a gathering in Changchun.  These three gave me quite a few contacts and, as a result, I gave a deB presentation in Tianjin’s Nankai and Nanjing Universities.  Both involved mbc experiments and both went well.  (It’s all on the web.) The emphasis was on decision-making and I specifically made the point that the mbc was suitable for village councils, business board meetings, international conferences, and not just national assemblies.

So I’m very pleased with my visit.  To be honest, I had been a bit apprehensive about the project – 3 months, after all, is a long time – but no regrets at all.  I’d like to go back, not least because of contacts made: Nanjing wants to do another session; I think Tianjin wants one too; two other professors –one from Taiwan and one Japan – have suggested a visit as well. Then there’s Hong Kong, which has a public consultation next year on how to elect the Chief Executive of their Legislative Council in 2017.  So I’ve written off to the appropriate authorities, offering to participate; no real response yet, but… 
I suppose I should add that my progress with the language has been minimal.  They are all so polite: they invariably say that I speak very good Chinese but, when they then utter a second sentence, I have to reply tingbudong – I hear you ok but I don’t understand a thing!
2014

So that’s it.  The finances, by the way, are not so good.  I got £750 towards the China trip from the crc.  And cof gave us £100 for our help at their nwci event.  So we’re still in the black – just – about £2,000.  The first task now is to make more deB (political) capital out of the dcc event – and dcc is twinned with Beijing City Council – so I was informed by the Irish Embassy’s Deputy Head of Mission.  In the meantime, thanks to everyone for keeping the show in the road.  And one of these days, we’re going to have a harder look at that other question, what happens beyond… legacy, a permanent institute, or what? 
Meanwhile, 我祝你们圣诞快乐，(wŏ  zhù  nǐmen  shèngdàn  kuàilè),  as they say.  Peter
